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By Oh Kyu-wook 

Korea will play a major role in 
the UNESCOs’ plan to build a glo-
bal network of lifelong learning, 
according to an adviser to the ini-
tiative.

The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and 
Cul tura l  Or-
ganization is cur-
rently working to 
establish a net-

work of cities advanced in lifelong 
education in October. 

“Korean cities will be part of 
the network and will have the op-
portunity to show the rest of the 
world what they’re doing,” Michael 
Osborne, professor of adult and 
lifelong learning at Glasgow Uni-
versity, told The Korea Herald.

The renowned British scholar is 
one of a group of experts advising 
the UNESCO Institute for Life-
long Learning regarding its plan 
to launch the Global Learning Cit-
ies Network. He visited Korea this 
week for an expert meeting on the 
project.

With human resources the big-
gest asset of its rapid growth, Ko-
rea has already put the system in 
place for learning through different 
periods of one’s life and careers, he 
said.

The envisioned network’s 
members will be designated as 
UNESCO’s global learning cities. 
The aim is to create a global plat-
form and establish a set of bench-
marks for other cities to follow in 
allowing citizens more opportuni-
ties to acquire knowledge and 
skills.

“(When the network is com-

pleted) for sure, Korean cities will 
come out very strongly. It will 
be an opportunity for them to be 
known more in the world.”

The panel is currently looking 
to establish a set of standards for 
global learning cities. The UIL will 
hold a series of workshops before 
the official launch of the Global 
Learning Cities Network at the 
next summit in Beijing, Oct. 21-23.

A number of Korean cities have 
already shown great interest in be-
coming a UNESCO Learning City.

But he cautioned that cities 
should not be overly occupied with 
gaining such an honor which with-
out strict standards and principles 
could end up a “catchy but mean-
ingless name.”

There are a lot of cities in the 
world that already use the title 

“learning city,” but it doesn’t nec-
essarily mean they really are, he 
said.

“It’s very attractive rhetorically 
to talk about being a learning city, 
but they need to make sure all the 
stakeholders are involved and to 
make sure the learning cities are a 
meaningful idea.”

Osborne has worked with many 
governments and international 
agencies, including the Council of 
Europe and the U.K. and, most re-
cently, German governments.

One of the projects he is cur-
rently engaged in is analyzing 
implications of a survey called the 
Program for the International As-
sessment of Adult Competencies, or 
PIAAC.

Developed by the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment, the survey is designed 
to measure adult competencies, 
such as reading, numeracy, team-
work and communication, he ex-
plained.

There are currently 25 countries 
participating in the survey, includ-
ing Korea. The first results will be 
released in October, he said. 

“My hypothesis is that coun-
tries which put a big emphasis on 
lifelong education will show the 
strongest results in PIAAC,” he 
added.

He expects Korea to show a 
strong showing, noting that it is 
one of the highly ranked countries 
in an international student assess-
ment called PISA.

“It’ll be interesting to see wheth-
er the performance of the countries 
that do well in PISA is reflected in 
PIAAC,” he added.
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More than 100 practitioners, aca-
demics and policy planners in edu-
cation discussed how to help people 
continue learning throughout their 
lives at an annual forum in Suwon, 
Gyeonggi Province, Monday.

The forum hosted by the state-
run National Institute for Lifelong 
Education in Korea in cooperation 
with the Gyeonggi Provincial In-
stitute for Lifelong Learning drew 
international experts, including 
Arne Carlsen, director of UNESCO 
Institute for Lifelong Learning, 
Michael Osborne, professor of the 

University of Glasgow, and Luis 
Scasso, director of lifelong educa-
tion at the Organization of Ibero-
American States.

Under the theme of “The power of 
learning cites to change the world,” 
they participated in a series of pres-
entations and discussions on various 
lifelong learning models in different 
countries.

“This forum is a unique opportu-
nity to share new ideas and promote 
international cooperation,” Choi Un-
shil, the president of NILE, said in 
her opening remarks.

Since 2009, NILE has been host-
ing the annual forum in an effort to 

learn from advanced countries and to 
help spread best practice in lifelong 
education around the world.

This year, in particular, the forum 
was followed by a consultative meet-
ing on Jeju Island for establishing a 
global network of cities to promote 
lifelong learning. 

The UNESCO Institute for Life-
long Learning is planning to estab-
lish the new initiative in October 
this year, and before that it plans to 
make a list of “key features,” a set of 
indicators for monitoring and assess-
ing cities wishing to be part of the 
network.
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